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nufaQtures into Per/ia thro' Ruſſia, and they affirming that they can ſell their 
Cloth in Perſia for Gold, it is conceived the preſent Reſtraint of import- 
ing Silk from Ryſſis, can be no Impediment thereto : Becauſe Gold is a 
very proper Commodity, either to bring from Perſia and India into England in 
Specie, or to purchaſc in Ruſſia any of thoſe Commodities which Ruſſia produces and 
Great Britain is in want of; and which Commodities arc now purchaied in Ruſſia 
chiefly, if not wholly, with ready Money, and are paid for at ſo diſadyantagious an 
Exchange as 69 Cent. So that either of theſe Methods may be profitable nat anly 
to the Ruſſia Merchants themſelyes, but to this Nation in general, by leſſening the 
Balance of our Trade to the Ryſian Dominions, which is now carried on ſo much 
in Favour of that Nation, that it drains Great Britain annually of at leaſt 400,000 J. 


T HE Ruſſia Merchants being already at Liberty to export our Woollen Ma- 


If Perſia Silk ſhould be allowed to be imported from Ruſſia, it is conceived, 
that, as that Silk is purchaſed at the Place of its Growth with ready Money only, and 
cheaper with Silver than with any other Specie; and as all Nations, Ruſſians, Perſians, 
Armentans, &c. will be at Liberty to purchaſe it with Silver, and bring it to St. Pe- 
rersburgh as to a Market; and as every Buyer of Perſia Silk in England may import 
it from thence into Great Britain, and pay for it by Bills of Exchange, (as is now 
done for the Silk they have from Predmont) this will indiſputably be the cheapeſt 
Way of bringing Perſia Silk to Great Britain thro' Ruſſia, and will infallibly prevail 
over and exclude the Method of purchaſing it with the Produce of our Woollen Ma- 
nufactures: And in this new Channel, all the Perſia Silk which Great Britain ſhall 

conſume, will be introduced into Great Britain, and not one Piece of our Woollen 


Goods be exported to Perſia to purchaſe it, or any of it be ſent home in Return for 
them. 55 


The Turkey Merchants in particular will be very great Sufferers by this Bill, they 
having Time out of Mind depended upon this Commodity of Perſia Silk, as a prin- 
cipal Branch of their Returns for the Woollen Manufactures they have exported into 
Turkey, and which have been carried from thence into Perſia; and as the Twrkiſb 
Empire does not produce Commodities proper for Great Britain, ſufficient even for 


the Returns of the Woollen Manufactures conſumed therein; ſo whenever this Article 
of Per 


. Silk has failed, their Eſtates have in Part lain dead and unemployed in 
Turkey, and they have been obliged to pay an advanced Price for ſuch Commodities as 
the Grand Signior's Dominions have produced. And if they ſhould now be deprived 
of ſo conſiderable a Branch of their Trade as that of Perſia Raw Silk, they will be 


under 


(2) 


under a Neceſlity of diminiſhing their Exports in the Woollen Manufactures to Turkey 
very much; and this Nation may at the ſame Time be expoſed to the Hazard of ha- 
ving their Woollen Manufactures totally prohibited in the Turkiſh Empire by Means 
of the French, who being ever watchful to take all Advantages, will not fail to ſolicit the 
Turks thereto, if Great Britain ſhould open a Way for Perſia Silk to come thro' 
Ruſſia inſtead of Turkey, and if the Sophy of Perſia ſhould thereupon prohibit all 
the Trade in Perſia Silk with Turkey, which the Ruſſia Merchants ſay, may poſli- 
bly be done: And if that ſhould happen, Great Britain will lic at the Mercy of Ruſſia, 
as well for the Quantity, as for the Price, they will be pleaſed to Ict us have 
it at. 2 


It has been aſſerted by the Raſſia Merchants, that they can bring in Perſia Silk 
5o per Cent. cheaper by the Way of Nuſſia, than that which is brought by the Way 
of Turkey ; which Aſſertion, as it cannot by any Means be admitted, fo if it were 
true, would be of no Importance : For it has been proved at the Bar of the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, that the Price of that Commodity in this Kingdom is not 
governed by what it coſts Abroad, but depends upon the Quantity of the other Sorts 
of Silk that are at the Market here: It has alſo been proved at the Bar of the Houſe, 
that ſince the War, the Price of Perſia Silk has not riſen proportionably to that of 
other Raw Silks. 5 


It is alledged, that the Trade to Turkey has of late decreaſed, thro the French Mer- 
chants having ſent from Provence ſuch large Quantities of their Woollen Manufactures | 
to Turkey, and from the great Encouragements they have had from their Government — 
for that Purpoſe: But this is ſo far from being an Argument that the Perſia Silk 
Trade thro Twrkey ſhould be diſcontinued, and the carrying on of the Brztiſh Trade 
to the Turkiſh Dominions be rendered more difficult than it now is by retrenching 
their Returns, that it ſcems rather to be more deſerving of the like Encouragement 
from our Government, that it may not only be preſerved but enlarged. 


It is therefore humbly ſubmitted, Whether it can be for the Advantage of Great 
Britain to divert ſo principal a Branch of the Trade to Turkey into this new and un- 
certain Channel of Nuſſia, when the moſt that can be expected from it, (even on the 
Suppoſition that no Perſia Silk ſhall be imported by the Way of Nuſſia, but what 
ſhall be in Return for our Woollen Manufactures) is what the Nation is already in 
| Poſſeſſion of by the old Channel of Turkey ; the Merchants concerned in the Trade 
to Turkey importing no Perſia Silk, but what is in Return for the Woollen Manu- 
factures they export from hence. And altho' the Want of this Commodity, together 
with the great Encreaſe of the French Trade, hath diminiſhed their Exports of Cloth, 
yet they have been ſo far from being inconſiderable, that from the Year 1731, to 
the Year 1740, they have exported upwards of 124,000 Cloths, the Value of which 
may be computed at leaſt at £ 1,600,000: And they now very ſoon expect near 
zoo, ooo in the Article of Raw Silks alone, in Return for the Woollen Manufac- 
tures, Tin and Lead, which they haye exported from this Kingdom into Turkey. 


